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‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA ‘< NEWS IN BRIEF 


e OUR CULTURE AND OUR LEGACY: ‘The 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center will be host- 
ing “Our Culture and Our Legacy: Moving 
Forward to Direct Change” on Monday in 
the University Union Ballroom at noon. he 
event will feature a talk from Marcellene Wat- 
son-Derbingy, the associate vice president for 
student retention and academic success, and will 
focus on the MLK Center as it moves forward in 
its second year on campus. 


Twin gymnasts Caitlin and Courtney 
Soliwoda are making a comeback from 
injuries last season. Watch the video on 
our You lube account. 


Sacramento State junior shooting guard 
Maranne Johnson has built her way up 
from a walk-on freshman to a junior 
competing among NCAA leaders. 


e INCOMING EDUCATION DEAN: Alexander 
Sidorkin is starting as the dean of the College 
of Education on Monday. Sidorkin, who is from 
Russia, previously worked at the Higher School 
of Education in Moscow. He has also taught in 
Rhode Island and Colorado, according to the 
Sacramento Bee. | 


Were you or anybody you know impact- 
ed by President Donald ‘Trump’s exec- 
utive order on immigration last week? 
Please contact us on Facebook or ‘I witter. 


To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 
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| In Volume 71, Issue 15 of The State Hornet, the following 

) MANAGING EDITOR CULTURE EDITOR VIDEO EDITOR correction ws lasted: 

. Barbara Harvey Lanea Florence Sami Soto 

barbaraapharvey@gmail.com culture@statehornet.com Samijosoto@gmail.com On page 3, the corrections section states that there were no 

corrections listed for Issue 13. In fact, there was one correction 

MANAGING EDITOR PHOTO EDITOR FACULTY ADVISER listed for Issue 13 but there were none for Issue 1 4. 

. John Ferrannini Matthew Dyer Stu VanAirsdale 
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Lead found 
In 58 campus 
water sources 





Several sources shut 
down after discovery 


Kameron Schmid 


@kameronschmid 


Samantha Leonard 
@leonard6797 


Efforts are being made to make 
sure that all drinking water sourc- 
es on Sacramento State’s campus 


are safe from excess lead, with the 


remaining estimated 10 percent 
of campus being tested hopefully 
beginning in “less than a week.” 

‘That timeline is according to 
Steve Leland, director of Envi- 
ronmental Health and Safety at 
Sac State, one of the many cam- 
pus employees being deputized 
to address the finding of excess 
levels of lead in 58 drinking water 
sources. 

In total, 449 water sources 
were tested by a group led by pro- 
fessor Jeffery Foran and made up 
of more professors and students 
as part of a group research proj- 
ect; that number represents near- 
ly 90 percent of Sac State’s foun- 
tains and sinks, Leland said. 

An email from the university 
notified the campus community 
Wednesday, Jan. 25, that “Eureka 
Hall, Folsom Hall, Placer Hall, 
the Shasta Theater, and Sierra 
and Sutter residence halls imme- 
diately had their affected water 
sources shut off.” 

Bottled water is being given 
out at several campus locations: 


Folsom Hall, Room 2004 of the 


en a anaes . _ 


AIRC, the Student Organiza- 
tions and Leadership office on the 
second floor of the Union, Lassen 
Hall and The WELL. 

The email warned that chil- 
dren under the age of 15 and 
pregnant women are the most 
likely to be negatively affected by 
lead, and that those groups should 
avoid drinking water anywhere 
on campus until more testing is 
complete. 

Additionally, Student Health 
and Counseling Services are be- 
ing made available to give physi- 
cian consultations and blood lead 
testing for free, “as appropriate.” 

Testing the rest'of the cam- 
pus water sources will be orches- 
trated by a hired consultant, and 
areas yet to be tested are being 
organized as well. The campus is 
working to put together a list of 
all buildings that have been tested. 

“We’re missing some of the 
American River Courtyard Suites, 
just because of difficulty in access- 
ing those spaces over the semester 
breaks,” said Leland. “There may 
have been a couple of other ran- 
dom locations. I know that addi- 
tional testing is going to happen in 
the Union and the dining halls.” 

When testing is completed, the 
next phase will be to figure out an 
effective way to address the prob- 
lem sites. According to Leland 
and Justin Reginato, interim as- 
sociate vice president of Facilities 
Management, that will depend on 
the consultant’s recommendation. 

“We'll figure some of that stuff 


Bee Acie 





MATTHEW DYER - The State Hornet 


A campus water fountain bears an ‘out of order’ sign following the discovery of excess lead within the water 
supply of 58 campus water sources. Sac State said all potentially harming water sources have been shut off. 


out when the consultant comes in. 
‘How much is there, what’s the 
pH of the water’ and all this other 
stuff,” Reginato said. “So there’s 
technologies that are appropriate, 
but we have to get more informa- 
tion before we can settle on the 
appropriate remediation tactic.” 

Leland said that replacement 
of fixtures, replacing entire foun- 
tains or filtering between the 
source and the fountain are the 
main ideas right now. 

“Doing anything beyond that, 
you know, replacing piping very 
well could be cost prohibitive,” 
Leland said. 

Concerned faculty, students 
and reporters were in attendance 
at a question and answer session 
in response to the discovery. ‘The 
event took place in the Redwood 
Room in the University Union 
from 12-1 p.m. Thursday. 

Specialists Dr. Olivia Kasirye 
and Dr. Stephen McCurdy field- 
ed questions regarding the safety 
of unfiltered water sources, while 
university faculty detailed mea- 
sures to be taken immediately. 

Some areas of concern includ- 
ed absorption of lead, effects on 
pregnant mothers and ingestion 
through food prepared at campus 


eateries. 

Kasirye clarified that lead can 
only be ingested and that shower- 
ing does not present a risk, as it 
cannot be absorbed through the 
skin. 

McCurdy 
there is “no safe level for lead” 
and that of the 449 tested water 
outlets, 27 were above 15 parts 
per billion, which is the EPA ac- 


tion level. 


emphasized _ that 


It was said that 90 percent of 
all outlets have been tested. The 
university is “only pulling water 
from faucets that are safe,” ac- 
cording to Reginato. 

Multiple mothers in atten- 
dance asked whether they should 
be concerned about breastfeeding 
their children, to which Kasirye 
replied lead is usually found in the 
blood. She said it “can be carried 
across placenta.” 

Kasirye went on to say that the 
blood drive on Friday sponsored 
by Blood Source is not a concern. 
She said lead will only stay in the 
blood for about a month, and that 
Blood Source screens its donors 
before and after each collection. 

Both — speakers 
the audience to speak with their 
healthcare providers for peace of 


encouraged 


mind. 

Leland said that all food prepa- 
ration outlets including the dining 
commons and on campus eateries 
are being tested. 

He said that Starbucks main- 
tained the same standard of fil- 
tered water across each location 
of the chain but will be tested to 
confirm. 

The physicians advised the 
public to use cold tap water and 
let it run for approximately 30 
seconds before use. They said 
heat increases the amount of lead 
seeping into water and clarified 
that boiling water will have the 
same effect. 

Sac State is in the process of 
hiring a forensic engineer to check 
each water source, in order to pro- 
vide a clear indicator of which 
outlets have been filtered and to 


develop a procedure to prevent 


future cases. 

Leland and Steve Perez, the 
vice provost of academic affairs, 
said that because Sac State is not 
a K-12 school, “it’s been a num- 
ber of years” since the last testing 
of campus water. However, Le- 
land said “every drinking water 
source will be tested.” 
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SAYS 


With all the things he has done, it can be easy to forget that Pres- 






((\What grade would you give 
President Trump for his © 
first week in office?) 








ident Donald Trump has only been in office since Jan. 20. Despite 
that short timeline, a lot has already happened. We asked Sac 


State students how they think he’s doing. To join the conversa- 


By Claire Morgan 
#SacStateSays 


tion, post your thoughts online with the hashtag #SacStateSays 
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“| would probably give 
him an F. I'ma 
liberal, but on the kind of 
moderate side. I’m not 
against conservative views, 
but | think he’s completely 
disregarding anything to 
do with human rights and 
the environment, and it’s 
very disappointing.” 


- Heather Everette 


Recreation administration 


“I'd say like a solid D. I’m 
not happy with what he’s 
doing Ee eraiy with how 
he put a freeze on hiring. 
He's anti-environment, 
he put a freeze on jobs 
and I'm trying to get 
hired for the state right 
now so that kind of 
ruined my chances.” 


- Pedro Moakhar 
Biology 


“| don't really like how 
Donald Trump signed off 
on the Keystone Pipeline, 

because one, that takes 
away a lot of Native 
American land, and two, 
it’s bad for the 
environment. The 
grade that | would give 
him would be a D.” 


- Rybin Mathalikunnel 


Computer science 





“| would give him an A 
minus. He passed a lot of 
executive orders, many of 


which the country wanted. 


Although they were 
controversial, many of 
them were necessary, 
and the silent majority 
that voted for him has 
looked forward to it. | 
think the media wasn’t 
really fair to him.” 


- Mason Daniels 


- Government economics 








“I think it depends on what 
your political views are and 
what you value to be 
important in current 
politics. Personally, I’d 
probably give him a C, 
just because human rights 
are really big for me, 
and those aren't going 
too hot right now.” 


- Abigail Olson 


Communications 
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As President Trump moves jag 


forward with fulfilling | 


campaign promises, some 


Sac State students are left 


wondering if they will be 


allowed to stay in the US 


John Ferrannini 
@jferrnews 


Dozens of Sacramento State 
students are in the United States. 
on visas and green cards from the 
seven predominantly Muslim na- 
tions. affected by President Donald 
‘Trump’s executive actions on im- 
migration, according to Director of 
News and Communications Elisa 
Smith. 

“We have 65. students total,” 
Smith said in an email on ‘Tuesday. 
“That includes those on F-1 visas 
(they are seeking a degree)-and per- 
manent residents (they have green 
cards).” 

The school released a statement 
Monday that criticized the order, 
which banned travel to the US. 
from seven countries and suspend- 
ed the admission of all refugees, 
leading to widespread confusion 
and detentions at airports nation- 
wide over the weekend, including 
of green card holders. 

“Sacramento State has students 
from the seven countries identi- 
fied in the executive order who are 
studying here and may be affected 
by the immigration ban,” the state- 
ment said. “We are in the process of 
reaching out to all of them to make 
sure they are safe and accounted 
for, and we want to offer our sup- 
port to them as members of the 
Hornet Family.” 

The order came as Sac State’s 
undocumented students have been 
living under a cloud of uncertainty 
regarding their status in the U.S., in 
light of conflicting statements from 
‘Trump over Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA). 

CSU Chancellor 


‘Timothy 


White released a statement Mon- 
day signed by all CSU presidents, 
including Sac State President Rob- 
ert Nelsen, criticising the order’s 
impact on higher education. 

“When something threatens 
our ability to think beyond our 
borders and learn from the world 
as a whole, we will oppose it,” the 
statement said. “When something 
impacts anyone in our CSU com- 
munity — especially the most vul- 
nerable — it impacts us all.” 

Sac State student Amer ‘Tere 
was one of hundreds of people who 
attended a protest on Sunday at the 
Sacramento International Airport, 
one of .many protests at airports 
nationwide. 

“It was about standing upon 
the right side of history,” ‘Tere said. 
“We must stand together against 
any injustice, no matter the victim, 
else we risk falling one by one to the 
tides of hate.” 

Sacramento International has 
no flights to or from the seven na- 
tions covered under the migration 
ban (which are Syria, Iraq, Iran, Ye- 
men, Sudan, Libya and Somalia), 
but ‘Tere said that the protest was 
aimed at showing solidarity with 
people around the country. 

“It was a symbolic moment in 
which (we) stood shoulder to shoul- 
der with our sisters and brothers 
across the nation who fighting the 
oreater fight at more important 
battlegrounds,” ‘Tere said. “It’s not 
just about being in the nght place 
in the right time, it’s about making 
that moment the right place and 
the right time.” 

Sac State student Hemza Salem 
was also at the airport protest on 
Sunday. Salem’s parents immigrat- 
ed from Libya — one of the seven 


countries singled out in the execu- 
tive order. 

“T didn’t expect that much of a 
crowd. My expectation was may- 
be 50 people, probably less. When 
I got there that wasn’t the case,” 
Salem said. “It was really relieving 
to see such a diverse group there. 
‘There were people from all walks 
of life. These people are probably 
not going to meet a refugee — but 
they believe in their rights.” 

Salem said that he knows some 
people currently outside of the 
United States who are wondening if 
they can get back in. 

“I know some people who want 
to travel back here and it depends if 
the ban stays or holds,” Salem said. 

Sac State student Mustafa Sha- 
heen, who came to the U.S. as a ref- 
ugee from Qatar when he was !1 
years old, said that the attitude of 
many Americans toward Muslims 
and refugees is “frightening.” 

“There was a ban on the Jews 
coming in (in the 1930s). We’re 
literally repeating the same thing 
but people don’t seem to see that,” 
Shaheen said. “Pre-9/11, the pa- 
perwork and that system was very 
expensive and very difficult to get 
through. Post-9/11, I can’t even 
imagine how insane it’s gotten. It’s a 
very, very, very expensive multi-year 
process to do this, especially when 
you're coming from a country that 
has war.” 

Shaheen said that he often is 
afraid for the safety of his mother, 
who wears a hijab in public. 

“Tm totally scared for her all the 
time because you hear of people 
assaulting women in hyabs,”’ Sha- 
heen said. “Every once in awhile 


Protesters at the Sacramento International Airport on Jan. 29 hold up signs and chant slogans expressing 
disagreement with President Trump's executive order on immigrants and refugees. 


she asks me for reassurance. “This is 
California, it’s not going to happen, 
right?’ ” 

Shaheen said that while he knew 
many people who experienced an- 
ti-Muslim prejudice, he did not ex- 
pect a [rump victory in the 2016 
presidential election and hopes that 
the U.S. changes course. 

“T think a lot of ‘Trump voters 
are very smart people but he still 
used fear as this emotional weapon 
against them to change their per- 
spective,” he said. “These refugees 
are coming here because they really 
have nothing left and this is their last 
chance. I hope people understand 
that. It was me. If I were in their 
situation now, ’d want somebody 
to take me in and I hope America 
does decide to bring them in.” 

Undocumented — students are 
awaiting news about whether Pres- 
ident ‘Trump will end DACA, a 
2012 executive order that that has 
shielded hundreds of thousands 
from. deportation, according to 
US. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services. 

DACA, first instituted by former 
President Barack Obama, allows 
undocumented immigrants a two- 
year renewable deferment from de- 
portation and allows them to obtain 
a work permit, provided that they 
meet certain requirements. 

Among those requirements are 
that the immigrants came to the 
United States before they were 16, 
are in or have graduated from high 
school, have not been convicted of 
a “felony offense, a significant mis- 
demeanor, or more than three mis- 
demeanors of any kind” and do not 
“pose a threat to national security.” 





"Photo by Amer Tere | 


About 665,000 people are or 
have participated in DACA, ac- 
cording to 2015 statistics from 
US. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services. Sac State estimates: that 
around 1,000 students are undoc- 
umented, according to Smith, but 
the school does not keep records on 
how many are DACA participants. 

DACA did not not change im- 
migration law — participants are 
still in the United States illegal- 
ly. Immigration attorney Marcus 
‘Tang of the California Rural Legal 
Assistance Foundation described it 
as “prosecutorial discretion” during 
a presentation on campus on Jan. 
23. 
During the campaign, President 
‘Trump’s position was that DACA 
was an unconstitutional overreach 
of executive power and he said that 
he would end it “immediately.” 

The uncertainty comes from 
mixed messages since his upset 
election victory. White House Press 
Secretary Sean Spicer suggested on 
Jan. 23 that ending DACA was not 
a priority for the administration. 

“The president’s been very, very 
clear that we need to direct agencies 
to focus on those who are in this 
country illegally and have a record, 
a criminal record or pose a threat to 
the American people,” Spicer said. 

On Jan. 25, however, Vox pub- 
lished a document purported to be 
a draft of an executive order “un- 
der consideration” by the adminis- 
tration that would end DACA. ‘The 
purported order would prevent 
people from renewing their partic- 
ipation in the program, but would 
allow current work permits to last 
until they expire. 
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Ramona Lot, about two miles away from campus, is set to be open all semester in the fall, as 1000 parking spaces on campus are going to be obstructed during construction. 


Would you park two miles away to save a buck? 


Robert Todd 


@robsnewssource 





What’s this? A parking space? 
No, it’s just a Fiat you couldn’t see 
from a distance. You spot some- 
one walking to their car and wait 
for them. ‘They get in and turn the 
engine on, but they’re just sitting 
there. What are they waiting for? 
The pressure of other angry driv- 
ers piling up behind you becomes 
too much to bare, so you move 
ahead only to see them pulling out 
in your rearview mirror as some 
other commuter benefits from 
your lack of conviction. 

The search continues. 

It’s no secret that parking at 
Sacramento State can be difficult, 
and construction on campus in 
the fall promises even more chal- 
lenges, but the silver lining might 
come in the form of a cheaper 
permit. 

The Ramona Lot, which is 
located at 3001 Ramona Ave., 
about two miles off campus, has 
roughly 350 parking spaces avail- 
able to students during the first 
two weeks of the semester. ‘There 
is a shuttle service that picks up 
and drops off students near The 


WELL and Folsom Hall every 15 
minutes. 

While. this lot may not be avail- 
able as of press time, University 
Transportation & Parking Ser- 
vices Senior Director, ‘Tony Lucas, 
said the plan is to have it open for 
the entire fall 2017 semester while 
construction on parking lots | and 
4 commences, which will remove 
about 1,000 of the total 13,000 
on-campus spaces. 

‘To compensate for this, Lucas 
said UTAPS will offer half-price 
permits to students willing to park 
at the Ramona Lot during the fall 
semester, as he anticipates parking 
in the closer lots will be more diffi- 
cult than normal. 

“We know that it is not ide- 
al,” he said. “We know that you 
don’t want to pay a hundred and 
seventy bucks for a semester park- 
ing permit and then park out at 
Ramona.” 

Janet Kim, a nursing student, 
said she wasn’t sure if a cheaper 
permit would entice her to park 
that far off campus, however. 

“It’s kind of a gamble, because 
you could probably find a spot 
much quicker,” she said. 

Richie Nguyen, an electrical 
engineering major, said “Pd go 





Google Maps Screenshot 


The lot located on 3001 Ramona Ave is usually closed after a few weeks due to inactivity, but will be open for 
the entire fall semester in 2017. Parking passes dedicated to Ramona will come at a cheaper rate. 


there every day,” if it meant sav- 
ing money on a permit. 

Lucas said he would like to 
encourage students to pick up a 
commuter sleeve at the UTAPS 
office, which will allow them free 
use the regional and_ light-rail 
transit systems. ‘This is available to 
everyone as a part of their student 
transportation fees. He said he 


also ‘wants to make parking and 
transportation presentations man- 
datory during new student orien- 
tations this year, so they’ Il be more 
prepared for the construction. 
“Its difficult,’ he said. “The 
campus is trying to grow, and part 
of the growing means they have 
to build new facilities to replace 
old facilities, and unfortunately, 


the only available spaces the cam- 
pus has when it wants to expand is 
in, guess what? Parking lots.” 

Part of the construction. is 
parking structure 5, which will 
house 1,750 spaces and is sched- 
uled to be completed by the start 
of the spring 2018 semester. 
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Transgender 
task force 








set to shape 


up campus 





for students 


Sac State to add to 
existing gender- 
inclusive restrooms 


Rebecca Armbruster 


@ beccaarmbruster 


Sacramento State is establish- 
ing its second task force on trans- 
gender inclusion, with a goal of 
making campus a more transgen- 
der-inclusive environment and 
comphant with a new law regard- 
ing restrooms. 

The first task force’s main 
mission was looking at changing 
names on campus to student’s pre- 
ferred names. It came up with a 
temporary process while the chan- 
cellor’s office is also in the middle 
of working on a more permanent 
solution. 

As of press time students can 
change their names on the class 
rosters to a name they would pre- 
fer to be called. If students would 
like to change their name to a 
“preferred” name there is a form 
available at the Registrar’s office 
or at the PRIDE Center, which 1s 
on the first floor of the University 
Union, right by Round ‘Table. 


Students can see changes in 
their student center in a couple 
days, according to program co-co- 
ordinator Chris Kent. 

The new task force, announced 
in an email from President Robert 
Nelsen and then further empha- 
sized in his Spring Address speech, 
will be attempting to bring the 
campus into compliance with As- 
sembly Bull 1732, which requires 
that all single-user toilet facilities in 
the state be identified as “all-gen- 
der” toilet facilities. 

The facilities department is 
tasked with implementing the law. 
The force has to decide on signage 
and on what the campus 1s going to 
call these new restrooms. 

There are 19 gender inclusive 
bathrooms already on campus. 
There is a also a multi-stall gender 
inclusive restroom in Sequoia Hall 
on the basement level. 

The force will also help with 
communication strategy and how 
to get the word out. 

Another task of the group is 
going to be collecting any policies 





“President Nelsen 
wants the task force to 
have the freedom to go 

where things take us” 


- Chris Kent 
PRIDE Center coordinator 


on campus that are related to the 
transgender community. An exam- 
ple would be the sports clubs here 
on campus. [hey have a transgen- 
der inclusion policy to make sure 
that there are specific guidelines 
that folks need to follow to make 
sure that transgender students are 
included. 

“President Nelsen wants the 
task force to have the freedom to 
go where things take us,” Kent 
said. 
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A gender-inclusive restroom is located on the basement level of Sequoia Hall at Sacramento State. Sac State 
has created a transgender task force to make the campus more inclusive and address compliance with AB 1732. 


Task force to-do list 


Make Sac State compliant with 
Assembly Bill 1732, which requires 
that all single-user toilet facilities in 
the state be identified as “all-gender” 
facilities. 

Create a comprehensive process for 
students to rename themselves in the 
database, on ID cards, course rosters 
and in any other situation calling for 
a student’s name to be used. 

Collect and review any policies on 
campus related to the transgender 
community. 

Spread the word about campus 
resources for transgender students | 
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MEN‘’S BASKETBALL 
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Road to Reno: Hornets leave the Nest 
for Big Sky competition 


Matthew Dyer - The State Hornet 





Sacramento State junior forward Justin Strings shoots the ball past Traylin Farris of Portland State at the Nest 
on Jan. 28. Strings had 11 points and three rebounds for Sac State in a 80-77 victory. 


Andre Newell 
@andre_newell?4 





The Sacramento State men’s 
basketball team has won _ two 
consecutive games and has some 
momentum going into the last 10 
games of the regular season. 

The Hornets are currently tied 
with Portland State for seventh 
place (out of 12 teams) in the Big 
Sky Conference after defeating 
the Vikings on Jan. 28. Both teams 
have a 4-4 record in conference 
competition. 

Sac State coach Brian Katz 
wants the team to improve in sev- 
eral aspects of the game before the 
Big Sky ‘Tournament on March 7 
in Reno, Nevada. 

“There are times where we 
have trouble rebounding,” Katz 
said. “There are also times where 


we have trouble taking the ball 
and shooting free throws. I 
would say I want us to be more 
consistent.” 

However, it will not be an easy 
task for Sac State playing six of its 
next 10 games on the road. 

Senior forward Nick Hornsby 
said that it is always tough to play 
away from the Nest, but he is still 
confident in his team to get wins. 

“It’s pretty hard,’ Hornsby 
said. “Coach (Katz) always says 
that we have to play harder and 
better but we are pretty confident 
going on the road knowing that we 
can win those games.” 

Dating back to the 2012-13 
season, Sac State has had its fair 
share of difficulties away from 
the Nest, going 19-49 on the road 
since then. 

So far in conference play, how- 
ever, Sac State seems to have over- 


come those obstacles as it has a 
2-1 road record, and is averaging 
79.3 points per game while shoot- 
ing approximately 52 percent 
from the field on the opposition’s 
home court. 

‘The Hornets’ two Big Sky road 
victories include a 88-83 win over 
Southern Utah (Jan. 12) and a 
74-62 win over Northern Arizona 
(jan. 14). 

Katz said that during that 
three-game road trip, which in- 
cluded a 83-76 loss to Portland 
State on Jan. 7, the team grew up 
and gained a lot of confidence 
during what he said was the hard- 
est road trip because of the higher 
altitudes in Utah and then a five- 
hour ride from Utah to Arizona. 

“We’re definitely going to run 
into obstacles on the road,” Katz 
said. “I think our guys have be- 
come more confident in the fact 
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FEB. 11 
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FEB. 16 


FEB. 18 


FEB. 23 


FEB. 25 
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MAR. 4 


that we can win anywhere and 
anytime, but you have to convince 
your guys that it’s not really where 
you play, but it’s about how you 
play.” 

Sac State will be doing a lot of 
traveling throughout the whole 
month of February, and for half 
of March, traveling approximate- 
ly 4,646 miles in their six road 
games, 

Along with traveling over four 
thousand miles over the course of 
February and March, the second 
half of conference play will also 
be difficult in states such as Colo- 
rado, Utah, Idaho, and Montana, 
all of which are in different time 
zones. Jet lag could possibly be an 
issue for the Hornets. 

However, junior guard Marcus 
Graves does not look at the fact 
that the team will be on the road 
for six of their next 10 games as 
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an issue. 

“We have to get it done by any 
means necessary,’ Graves said. 
“We can’t make excuses that we’re 
on the road. Luckily we got a cou- 
ple of big wins here at home but 
now we have to go on the road and 
hopefully get a couple of wins.” 

Junior guard Jiday Ugbaja be- 
lieves that this team will be able to 
stay focused during their last 10 
games of the season, including the 
six on the road. 

“In the Big Sky every game is 
going to be hard, whether we are 
at home or on the road,” Ugbaja 
said. “We have to go out there ev- 
ery game and be aggressive.” 

Sac State will look to get its 
third consecutive win as the team 
travels’ to Cheney, Washington, 
to play Eastern Washington. The 
game is set to tip off today at 6:05 
p.m. 
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Ving jean Fe roblenns: Hold the 4 rewspaper up in on fy ee fu ike the 


- paper in your hands, act uninterested) 
° © Visiting | team head coach: When his her ni name is i aii shout WHO CARES” 


A ° ’ Home team free throws: Raise both arms with ’ ‘Stingers Up”. - after a made ea 


yell, “Whoosh!” while dropping your arms quickly to your sides 


: | sino free throws: Make a buzzzzz7zzzing noise. During the second half 


when the oe are paving | in your direction) hold up Dot Page and rotate in a circular 
‘On the second tree throw, hold up the Hornet Page and move it left to right 


pe nd ital in sync with the yell leader 


a Fi ght song: When the fight s song is being played, be sure 2 you are standing and 


~ dapping He feel tree to 1 on i you ike (words to the song vibe be on 
_ the video board) | 


a There will: be times jai thaw game when the yell caaes will lead you ing 


“DEFENSE” chant or Lal chants: ‘please fallow Aheit direction when me are ve! . 
- leading the g group i 


, Remember... 
i Have funt © 
- Be loud! 


)@ ti ‘re the home court advantage! 
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Baseball team plays with 
‘next man up’ mentality 


Noah Alvarez 
@SuperNoVa_57 





A young Sacramento State base- 
ball team looks to take another step 
in the right direction in 2017 — the 
first full season with lights at John 
Smith Field. 

The Hornets finished the 2016 
season 30-28 with a 16-11 record 
in the Western Athletic Conference 
and finished in fourth place at the 
conference tournament. 

‘The team brings back 15 players 
this season, including seven posi- 
tional starters, three starting pitch- 
ers and five bullpen pitchers. 

“We 


arms on the mound from last years 


did lose some. valuable 


team,” said Sac.State head coach 
Reggie Christiansen. “That just 
gives an opportunity for some guys 
to take the next step and fill those 
shoes.” 

Sac State lost a total of six play- 
ers (three to the MLB Draft, three 
to graduation), which included clos- 
er Tyler Beardsley (team-high 11 
saves, 1.71 ERA), starting pitcher 
Sam Long (3.99 ERA, team-high 
68 strikeouts) and left fielder Chris 
Lewis (team-high .309 batting aver- 
age and seven home runs). Despite 
the loss of key players, Christiansen 





used the phrase “next man up” 
to describe the mentality of- the 
program. 

“There’s no difference,” Chris- 
tiansen said on filling the voids 
this season. “Beardsley stepped up 
right after (Sutter) McLoughlin left. 
That’s just the natural progression 
of our teams the past couple years 
with this program.” 

The players themselves have 
high expectations of the coaching 
staff to bring in quality guys year 
after year. 

“T believe recruiting is a strong 
suit for our coaches,” junior Out- 
fielder Andrew McWilliam said. 
“We trust them and they consis- 
tently bring in the best guys that 
fit the system and that are the best 
teammates.” 

The Hornets also will look to 
fight off the injury bug that af- 
fected the team down the stretch 
last season, including McWilliam 
who played through some minor 
injuries. 

“Tm excited to get back into full 
play,’ McWilliam said after batting 
.286 with six home runs and 36 
RBIs last year. “We have guys like 


BASEBALL 


Fornets turn 
the lights 






15. 


The Sacramento State baseball team will play its first full season with lights at John Smith Field in 2017. Sac 
State brings back 15 players, including seven positional starters, three starting pitchers and five bullpen players. 


Justin Dillon and others back from 
injury that will be a huge boost for 
our pitching staff and offense.” 

Added senior pitcher Max Kar- 
nos: “We worked a lot harder in the 
weight room this offseason. We are 
going into this season a lot more 
prepared physically and mentally. It 
will show.” 

Last year, Karnos went 7-3 with 
a 3.38 ERA to earn All-WAC first 
team honors. 

Sac State begins its season in 
mid-February with a tough pre- 


season schedule that includes 14 — 


games against Power Five schools. 
The Hornets will host teams such 
as Washington State (Feb. 17-20), 
Penn State (March 9-11) and Min- 
nesota (March 17-19). 

“We've always historically tried 
to play as tough as a nonconference 
schedule as possible to get us ready 
for conference play,” Christiansen 
said. “It will prepare us for an im- 
proved WAC schedule this year.” 

The 2017 season will feature 
21 home games played under the 


lights. The school added lighting 
structures to John Smith Field near 
the end of last season. 

“Tm really looking forward to 
it because it’s every kid’s dream to 


play under the lights on a big stage,” — 


McWilliam said. “We believe it will 
bring more fans out and will only 
make our fan base even bigger.” 

The Hornets will begin their 
season on Feb. 16 at | p.m. in an 
exhibition game against British Co- 
lumbia at John Smith Field. 
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Twin sisters 
defy injuries 
to lead 
Sac State 

ymnastics 

















After both battling injuries 
last year, Courtney and 
Caitlin Soliwoda are ready 


for spring season 


Will Moon 
@MoonMan0305 





As 3-year-olds climbing swing 
sets, Sacramento State juniors 
Courtney and Caitlin Soliwoda’s 
mother enrolled them in gymnas- 
tics lessons for their own safety. 

“She just wanted us to learn 
how to fall and land without kill- 
ing ourselves,” Courtney said. 

Yet after 17 years of training, 
athletic ability is still not usually 
the first thing most people notice 
about the Soliwodas — after all, 
the sisters are identical twins. 

Born and raised in North Las 
Vegas, Nevada, the Soliwoda sis- 


ters grew up nearly inseparable. 
Little has changed over the years, 
but now instead of training with 
youth clubs back home, the twins 
compete on Sac State’s national- 
ly-ranked (No. 43 as of press time) 
gymnastics team. 

“(Our) coach is always like, 
‘How are you guys always togeth- 
er and you don’t get so sick of each 
other?’ ” Caitlin said. ““That’s just 
kind of what we’re used to: She’s 
always been there by my side.” 

Despite their tight bond, the 
sisters have not always competed 
simultaneously thanks to an array 
of injuries through high school 
and college, in large part suffered 
by Courtney. 


GYMNASTICS 
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Sacramento State junior gymnasts Courtney and Caitlin Soliwoda show off the trophy after helping the Hornets 
win the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation Conference championship in 2016. 


Over her four years in high 
school, Courtney had hip surgery, 
two stress fractures in her right leg 
and SLAP tears in her shoulder. 

Though Courtney’s injuries 
frequently kept her out of com- 
mission during the first two years 
of high school, she said she en- 


joyed the opportunity to watch 


her sister improve and develop as 
a performer. 

However, with Courtney side- 
lined for 10 months to a year at 
a time, Caitlin says she seriously 
considered leaving gymnastics for 
good. 

“That kind of took a huge toll 


on me,” Caitlin said. “I had great 
coaches and great teammates but 


I just personally wasn’t doing well, 
so I came very close to being done 
and just calling it.” 

She decided to stick with the 
sport, however, after the twins 
switched clubs during their soph- 
omore year to train with Gymcats 
in Henderson, Nevada, where 
they met future Sac State team- 
mate Lauren Rice. In 2013, the 
three gymnasts helped their club 
win a Nevada:state championship. 

In 2015, the Soliwoda sisters 
and Rice joined Sac State in a his- 
toric recruiting class that boast- 
ed six true freshman, including 
Courteney Ng, Megan Kyle, An- 
nie Juarez and Jennifer Brenner. 


Before 


being named team 


captain for the Hornets, Court- 
ney underwent knee surgery in 
May 2015. In 2016, she received 
a stem cell injection in her knee 
as the pain still lingered, keeping 
her out of competition for seven 
events. 

That same year, after tying a 
Sac State record on bars (9.950) 
against San Jose State, Caitlin 
sprained her ankle tumbling and 
was unable to compete for three 
meets. Still, she was able to return 
and compete on vault and bars 
to help the team win a Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation Confer- 
ence championship. 

Through all of the Soliwo- 
da’s collegiate setbacks, Sac State 
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Sacramento State junior gymnast 
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Top: Courtney and Caitlin Soliwoda stand with their parents Casey and 
Corinna Soliwoda. Left: Sacramento State gymnast Caitlin Soliwoda 
poses after landing her vault performance at the 40th Anniversary 


Causeway Classic on Jan. 29. 


Bottom: Sacramento State gymnast 


Courtney Soliwoda does her routine on the uneven bars during the 40th 
Anniversary Causeway Classic at UC Davis on Jan. 29. | 
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coaches and teammates agree the 
twin’s patience and positivity have 
become an integral part of the 
team’s success. Caitlin’s bright, 
outgoing charm and Courtney’s 
mellow, poised temperament 
complement each other well, Rice 
said. 

“T would say that they are the 
most positive people I have ever 
met in my life and they bring the 


most uplifting spirit to our team,” 


Ric 
really hard to find in a person — 


e said. “It’s something that is 
it’s amazing to have two of them, 
really.” 

Sac State gymnastics coach 
Randy Solorio also appreciates 


the sisters’ athletic ability and 
dependability. 
“(In) our sport, sometimes 


you have the little stress and ap- 
prehension of ‘are they going to 
make this routine?’ but with Cait- 


lin and Courtney, you don’t have 
“You 


that feeling,” Solorio said. 


just know, ‘all right, it’s going to 
J ; gne, going 


happen and they’re going to hit.”” 

Outside of gymnastics, the 
Soliwoda sisters enjoy dancing in 
various styles, naming line danc- 
ing as their favorite. Courtney 
and Caitlin have also taken kine- 
siology 63 together, a beginning 
ballroom dance course taught by 


Solorio at Sac State. 


The Hornets have opened the 
spring season -with a 5-2 overall 
record, and were ranked as high 
as 24th in the nation midway 
through January. 

If the Soliwodas and the rest 
of the team can remain healthy, 
the Hornets could have a chance 
to match or surpass last season’s 
success, as they continue the sea- 
son Friday, hosting Alaska An- 
chorage at the Nest at 7 p.m. 


“This team is as good if not 
better than last year,” Solorio said. 
“We are where we need to be so 
when we’re in the gym, we're not 
beating each other up in having to 
learn new skills — we’re working 
on the small areas that will make 
us that much better.” 
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Hornets buzz with excitement after sweet start 





Cassie Dickman 
@the_journ 





Following a 4-3 win in the sea- 
son opener against Fresno State 
on Jan. 21 and promising perfor- 
mances in fall tournaments, the 
Sacramento State men’s tennis 
team is looking forward to more 
competition. 

“T didn’t expect that we would 
even be close with (Fresno State) 
and I think it was pretty amaz- 
ing that we were able to take ‘em 
down, but I think now that we’ve 
kind of tasted that sweetness, I 
think we want more of it,” Sac 
State sophomore Donald Hall 
said. “So, we are going to keep 
pushing ourselves against the oth- 
er great teams that we are going 
to play.” 

Although assistant coach Kev- 
in Kurtz described Fresno State as 
a deep team with good players, he 
said the win wasn’t necessarily a 
surprise. 

“We knew we were better this 
year,” Kurtz said. “So, we knew 
we had a big chance — and es- 
pecially to win at their place was 


kind of fun.” 


Kurtz explained that, while 
the players on the team have had 
a “good cohesive niche” for the 
last five or six years off and on the 
court, the skill level is “probably 
up about 30 percent” compared 
to last season, with the team’s 
top two freshman, Louis Chabut 
and Hermont Legaspi, helping to 
make up the top six spots. 

Sac State coach Slava Konikov 
said he is looking forward to the 
rest of the season because the pre- 
vious one had been difficult due 
to injuries, inconsistencies in per- 
formance and not always having 
a full team to play for each match. 

“I am very excited for this year 
compared to last year,” said Kon- 
ikov, noting that the overall energy 
of the team has improved. “The 
last couple years were not easy, 
but this year I feel much, much 
better because everyone tries 
hard, everyone likes to compete 
(and) everyone wants to win.” 


Francisco Medi 


MEN’S TENNIS 
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Sacramento State sophomore Mikus Losbergs forehands the ball during a doubles match with junior Kasparas Zemaitelis at Rio Del Oro Racquet 


Club. 


Junior Christopher Clayton, 
who was named Big Sky Confer- 
ence Player of the Week following 
his deciding-match victory against 
Fresno State’s Jeremy Moser, 
echoed his coach’s sentiments and 
said the players making up the 
current team are possibly the best 
collective group he has played 
with at Sac State. 

“The strength of the number 
two is pretty much the same as 
our number six guy,” said Clay- 
ton, adding that even if a main 
player gets injured there are one 
or two other players who could 
step in. “It’s not like they are 
coming in and there’s a weak link 
there. It’s still very strong. I think 
this will be very key, especially in 
some conference matches where a 
lot of the other teams might not 
have a strong depth.” 

While defeating Fresno State 


was described by Clayton as a 
“big win,” Konikov told them 
to forget about it and focus on 
their upcoming matches against 
Portland State and Portland in 
Portland, Oregon, on Jan. 28. 
The Hornets (2-1, 1-0 Big Sky) 
responded with a 6-1 win against 
Big Sky opponent Portland State, 
but fell 6-0 to Portland. 

But Kurtz said Fresno State, 
Portland State and Portland are 
not the only tough opponents the 
Hornets will face this season. Sac 
State will also compete against the 
No. 23 ranked team in the nation, 
Southern Methodist University 
(3-2), who Kurtz said “whooped” 
them a few years ago; Universi- 
ty of Texas, Arlington (0-1), and 
Drexel (3-1). 

Sac State’s eight-player ros- 
ter consists of two juniors, three 
sophomores, three freshmen and 


no seniors. But a young roster can 
sometimes be a plus because the 
players don’t have any expecta- 
tions of the opposition and are 
able to just play without psyching 
themselves out, Kurtz said. 

However, leaders are needed 
on every team and Clayton, who 
has won Big Sky Player of the 
Week honors twice in his career, 
has stepped into this role. 

“Tt’s funny, the transition from 
the youngster and now I’m the 
oldest one on the team, and you 
can sort of realize some of the 
stuff the guys are going through 
now, you were going through be- 
fore,” Clayton said. 

As Clayton starts his last sea- 
son with the Hornets, it is with 
both mixed emotion and reflec- 
tion because at this time next year 
he will no longer be on the team. 

However, that has not stopped 


him from looking forward to his 
upcoming games, which he hopes 
will lead to a conference win and 
a chance at a national competi- 
tion — something Clayton has 
not gotten to do yet. 

But first he and the rest of the 
team will have to face Southern 
Utah (1 p.m.) and North Dakota 
(3 p.m.) during a doubleheader 
at the Spare Time Indoor ‘Tennis 
Center on Friday. 

Out of the last 12 years of 
coaching together at Sac State, 
Konikov and Kurtz have led the 
team to six Big Sky Conference 
titles and success at the NCAA 
Kurtz and 
Konikov said those are always 


tournament. But 


the goals and have them in their 
sights this year as well. 

“We are ready to play,” Kon- 
ikov said. “We are ready to win.” 
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Comedians Erik Clark, D.C Ervin and G. King will be performing in the comedy show ‘E. Clark & Friends’ in the University Union Ballroom on Thursday, February 6. 
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Oakland comic Erik Clark to bring laughs to Sac State 


Ines Rosales 
@inestheebest 





Enk Clark will 

be hosting a comedy show titled 
o / 

“Erik Clark & Friends” alongside 


Bay. Area natives DC Ervin and 


Comedian 


G. King at the University Union 
Ballroom on Thursday, Feb. 9. 

Clark, who was raised in Oak- 
land, graduated from UC Davis 
in 1999 with a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology. However, he chose to 
follow his heart and pursue a Ca- 
reer in comedy instead. 

“T like comedy because I can 
say what I want to say,” Clark 
said. “Sometimes when you work 
for an institution, people have to 


censor themselves on social media 
because their jobs are in danger 
— I found out I can make a living 
by saying what I want to say. That 
became liberating.” 

Comedy was not something 
that Clark had planned to pursue 
after graduating college, but it 
came easily to him. It was simply 
a form of expression. 

“IT started expressing myself 
and just happened to be funny 
and the next thing you know a 
friend of mine offered me $500 to 
host a step show since then I 
haven’t looked back,” Clark said. 

Following his time at UC Da- 
vis, Clark joined the corporate 
world, but soon discovered that 


~ 


he needed some form of relief to 





“| was just stressed out and needed a place to talk 
about it and it just happened to be the stage.” 


- Erik Clark 





help him deal with the stress and 
struggles of adult life. 

“You graduate from college 
and get your first job and some- 
times the real world slaps you in 
the face and you go to an envi- 
ronment where you’re a super 
minority and you're experiencing 
dealing with a job,” Clark said. “I 
was just stressed out and needed 
a place to talk about it and it just 
happened to be the stage.” 


Stand up comedy became a 
career for Clark, and one that has 
brought him success — from his 
television appearances and moy- 
ies to tours around the country 
and at colleges performing his 
stand up routines. 

Clark’s rise as a stand up co- 
median has allowed him to work 
with DL Hughley, Dana Carvey 
and Dave Chappelle, moments he 
considers to be some of his great- 


est successes. 

“Tt was a big stepping stone for 
me and once it happened people 
were like ‘oh okay what’s next?’ ” 
Clark said. “It took so long to be 
able to get that and to be able to 
experience that was pretty cool.” 

Performing for college audi- 
ences is a particular experience 
Clark enjoys, as he feels they chal- 
lenge him as a comedian to be up 
to date with occurring issues. 

“You have to be smart, you 
can’t pull anything over. their eyes 
because they are so on top of ev- 
erything that is going on in the 
world,” Clark said. “Performing 
for millennials keeps me*:on my 
toes.” 
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How Sac State students celebrate the Lunar New Year 
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Laurel Mcnees 
@__laurel 


Rin Carbin 
@ss_horo 





Over one billion people with East 
and Southeast Asian roots have been 
gathering with their families to celebrate 
the biggest holiday of the year: the Lu- 
nar New Year. 

And in 2017, it’s the rooster’s time to 
shine. 

Every late January and early Febru- 
ary, children receive red envelopes with 
money, embossed with gold paint, from 
their parents and married relatives as a 
gesture for prosperity. 

Many people also use the time to set- 
tle any unfinished business so that the 
previous year’s problems will not carry 
over into the next year. 

But for most families, it’s the time 
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to gather around and honor ancestors, 
hoping that the new year will bring more 
good health, wealth and success. 

Iris Alop, a graduate student, said 
that celebrating the Lunar New Year is 
important to her because in Vietnamese 
culture, the day is a reflection on the year 
to come. 

“It’s the biggest holiday we have, so 
we go all out,” Alop said. “Everything 
has to be perfect because it does repre- 
sent what the rest of the year is going 
to be. So it is filled with lots of treats, 
beautiful fruits and it’s just a reflection of 
what’s coming.” 

However, for some Sac State students, 
celebrating the New Year over the full 
two weeks isn’t possible between class 
and long commutes. 

For Sac State student Ashley Nguyen, 
some specific Lunar New Year traditions 
have fallen into the shadows due to.a fast- 
er-paced workflow in her life. 

“In Sacramento, (celebrating the Lu- 
nar New Year) is not typical,” Nguyen 


said. “In (Vietnam), you actually have 


“days off of work and school — one, or 


sometimes, two weeks. But here, we can 
only celebrate for one or two days be- 
cause we have to go back to work.” 

Junior business major Emily Hy said 
the most difficult part about Lunar New 
Year is not being able to celebrate it with 
her family due to school commitments. 

While Hy’s father is concerned about 
her not participating in the rituals, she 
said that her mother cares more about 
education and, therefore, is more lenient 
about Hy participating in the Lunar 
New Year celebrations. 

Paul Park, an international student 
from South Korea, was among the stu- 
dents unable to celebrate the new year, 
saying that he didn’t know how to cele- 
brate it in the states without his family. 

Other traditions for the new year in 


South Korea include children bowing 


to elders, receiving words of wisdom, 
and playing Yut, which is a family board 
game with sticks. 
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Heeju Han, a Spanish professor of 
Korean descent, said that there ‘isn’t 
much time to prepare traditional foods 
like Tteokguk and rice cake soup in the 
States because it’s not a public holiday. 

Curtis Dean Smith, the department 
chair of the Department of World Lan- 
guages and Literatures, said that even 
though many rituals and annual prac- 
tices have remained the same for centu- 
ries, plenty have also evolved with time 
as China, specifically, has transitioned 
from being an agricultural society to be- 
ing more of an industrial powerhouse. 

“In agriculture time, this is down- 
time,” Smith said. “This is when the 
crops are resting and it’s not difficult to 
take time off. But in the industrial and 
commercial society, you can’t take that 
much time off.” 

Regardless of whichever way people 
celebrate it, Smith said that Lunar New 
Year is “a humanistic celebration of new 


beginnings” that anybody can enjoy. 
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Food: 

e Fish because they sound like 
the word “surplus” 

e Oranges because they sound 


like “luck” 

e Long noodles, which symbol- 
ize long life 

Activities: 


e Setting off firecrackers to . 
scare evil spirits away 

e Dragon dances to bring good 
luck 

e Elders and married relatives 
give red envelopes with mon- 
ey to children. 

e Visiting friends and praying in 
a temple to receive year-long 






blessings 

Attire: 

e Everything red to scare off 
evil spirits 





Food: 

e Banh chung: a banana leaf- 
rolled rice cake with rice, 
mung beans and pork 

Activities: 

e Deep cleaning to get rid of 


_ bad omens 

Decorating the house with 
Vietnamese Mickey-Mouse 
plants and other colortul 
flowers such as peach blos- 
som branches 
Lion dances in own houses to 
bring in good luck 

Attire: 

e Anything as long as it is new 
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IMMIGRATION BAN ISN'T A MUSLIM BAN... 
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STATE HORNET EDITORIAL: COLLEGES AND 
STUDENTS MUST RESIST TRUMP ACTIONS 


The 


“we ll see what happens” to “what 


nation has gone. from 
do we do now?” 

After President Donald ‘Trump 
signed a ban on all refugee admis- 
sion, as well as travel from seven 
predominantly Muslim countries 
on Friday leading to the un- 
lawful detention of valid green 
card holders in U.S. airports over 
the weekend — it is now clear that 
the time for this generation and 
this university to make sacrifices 
in defense of our values has come. 

It is no secret that ‘Trump’s 
campaign for president received 
a boost from xenophobic rheto- 
ric and sentiments from the mo- 
ment he rode down the escalator 
at ‘Trump ‘lower in June 2015 
and declared that “when Mexico 
sends its people, they’re not send- 
ing their best. ... They’re bringing 
drugs. They’re bringing crime. 
They’re rapists.” 

Trump did not create preju- 
dice or xenophobia as much as he 
tapped into fears of immigrants 
and refugees that have been pres- 
ent since before the country was 
founded. 

Benjamin Franklin said in 
1753 that the Germans who had 
come to America were “generally 
of the most ignorant stupid sort,” 
and expressed fears that Germans 
“will soon outnumber us that all 
the advantages we have will not 
be able to preserve our language, 


and even our government will be- 
come precarious. ” 

For much of the 20th century, 
native-born Americans expressed 
immigration from 


fears about 


southern and eastern Europe. 


Jews were often accused of being 


violent anarchists or communists; 
the Irish and Italians of bringing 
addiction and crime; Catholics 
of trying to make America into a 
theocracy. 

Because of this hysteria, the 


Johnson-Reed Act of 1924 placed 


onerous restrictions on the num- 
ber of southern and eastern Euro- 
peans who could come to the US. 
The law remained on the books 
for 40 more years. 

In retrospect, it’s obvious that 
these fears were blown completely 
out of proportion. Yet it was the 


Johnson-Reed Act that prevented 


the U.S. from taking in a ship of 
refugees fré6m Nazi Germany in 
193 -the MS St. Louis 


cause of the number of Jews on 


- be- 


board. 

Hundreds of passengers were 
returned to Europe and were 
murdered during the Holocaust. 

‘Today’s fears about Muslim 
or Latino immigrants bringing 
terrorism and crime are just as 
wrong-headed — and will have 
consequences Just as tragic. 

Undocumented immigrants 
are half as likely to be incarcer- 
ated as native-born Americans, 





“We don’t know how far President Trump is 
planning to go, but we must be prepared to 
defend the equal dignity of every human be- 


ral 


eo documented and undocumented, natu- 
-born or foreign-born — no matter the cost.” 





according to a 2010 American 
Immigration ‘Council study. Par- 
ticipants in Deferred: Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) have 
to meet a strict set of require- 
ments, including that they “not 
pose a threat to national security 
or public safety.” 

Since the Refugee Act of 1980 
put systematic procedures for asy- 
lum in place, not one single refu- 
gee has been implicated in a fatal 
terrorist attack on U.S. soil, ac- 
cording to a Cato Institute study. 

‘This isn’t to say that there is no 
radicalism in the nations that fall 
under ‘Jrump’s ban, but making 
out every refugee and immigrant 
to be the personification of our 
worst fears is as unfair as tying ev- 
ery Italian immigrant to the Ma- 
fia was. 

America’s relationship with xe- 
nophobia is only one side of the 
whole story, too. The other side is 
best expressed on the pedestal of 
the Statue of Liberty — the first 
sight of America that millions of 


immigrants had. 

“Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, The wretched refuse 
of your teeming shore,” the poem 
engraved in bronze says. “Send 
these, the homeless, tempest-tost 
to me, I lift my lamp beside the 
golden door.” 

We are poorer for not having 
saved the refugees on the MS St. 
Louis, yet we are richer for hav- 
ing accepted the Vietnamese boat 
people in the 1970s, for having ac- 
cepted people fleeing from behind 
the Iron Curtain and for making 
strides in integrating historically 
marginalized groups. 

That is also the spirit of Amer- 
ica. That is the spirit that we as a 
generation and that we as a Sac- 
ramento State community need to 
embody now more than ever. 
CSU Chan- 
cellor White joined 
the leaders of the University of 
California and of the California 


In November, 
‘Timothy 


Community Colleges, signing an 
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Now that you’ve heard our opinion, let us know what you think! Send letters 
to the editor to editor@statehornet.com or submit them in-person at Del Norte 
Hall, room 1006. Letters must be signed and may be edited for length and 
clarity. Use the hashtag #SacStateSays to weigh in on social media! 


open letter urging Trump not to 
discard DACA. 

Good. But. if DACA is dis- 
carded, it is the obligation of the 
CSU and affiliated institutions, in- 
cluding: the police, to protect the 
undocumented even if it means 
violating the law. 

And more generally, it is time 
for everyone to reach out to and 
support the migrants in our own 
communities, not just with po- 
litical advocacy or protesting — 
although that is good — but by 
building relationships and a cul- 
ture of encounter with all those 
marginalized by society. 

We don’t know how far Presi- 
dent Trump is planning to go, but 
we must be prepared to defend 
the equal dignity of every human 
being — documented and un- 
documented, natural-born or for- 
eign-born — no matter the cost. 

When the history books of 
the future are written, will we 
go down with King, Lincoln or 
the liberators of concentration 
camps — or will we go down with 
George Wallace, Charles Lind- 
burgh or those who were too prej- 
udiced or too frightened to stand 
up for justice when it was most 
needed? 

If. we want to keep the lamp 
shining at the golden door, it’s 
time to prepare for the darkness. 


ay 
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